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ment in India more and more difficult as it becomes known that for
an Indian the privilege of British citizenship or British connection means
little or nothing outside India, and that no matter what his status or
ability may be, he is not wanted by the Colonies.
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200. SUICIDE AMONG INDENTURED INDIANS
Some correspondents have of late been writing to The Natal Mercury
about our remarks on the high rate of suicides among the indentured
Indians. The writers have chosen to write anonymously, and although
as a rule we decline to notice correspondence relating to matters appear-
ing in this journal published in some other, especially under fictitious
names, we feel disposed for the sake of elucidation of the truth to offer
a few remarks. One of the writers styling himself "A White Man" has
sent a letter which is totally beside the purpose. He discusses the personnel
of the editorial and the managerial staff of the paper and draws, in his
imagination, a distinction between the Hindoos and the Mahomedans,
and gives it as his opinion that the journal does not represent the Indian
community. We do not propose to answer any of these allegations.
Whether the paper represents anybody or not would not in any way detract
from the truth of the statements made by us regarding the question of
the suicides. We may, however, parenthetically draw "A White Man's"
attention to the advertisement1 that appeared in connection with this
paper in the preliminary numbers. It was signed by all the influential
leaders of the community, and if he will take the trouble to scan the list,
he will find an answer to most of his allegations. He will study therefrom
also the aims of the paper. When, however, the writer states that it is
our purpose to calumniate the whites in discussing the Protector's report
on the Indian suicides, we think it right that we should protest against
any such insinuation. We commend the following from our very first
leader on the subject2 and leave "A White Man" and those who may
think with him to judge for themselves:
We do not wish to draw any conclusions against the employers from these
staggering figures but we do plead for a thorough enquiry, alike in the interests
of the Indians as of the employers, and we consider that nothing short of an
impartial commission to investigate the cause would meet the ends of justice.
We have not in any way whatsoever cast any reflections on the planters.
All we care for is an investigation in the interests of all concerned.  That
the figures we produced were staggering no one would deny, but "Anglo-
Indian" has questioned them.   We can only, therefore, draw his attention
to the corroboration given to them by Mr. Lyttelton, the Colonial Secre-
1  This appeared in Gujarati, Tamil and Hindi, signed by representative Indians speak-
ing those languages. Vide Vol. Ill, illustration facing p. 313.
2  Vide "Indentured Indians", 4-6-1904.
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